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 The ROCKET is the official journal of the Penfield Model Engineers 

Society Inc. The views or opinions of Authors of contributions to this 

magazine are not necessarily those of the Office Bearers, Committee 

Members or Members of this Society.  

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO:  

The Secretary, Penfield Model Engineers Society Inc.,  

P.O. Box 792, SALISBURY S.A. 5108  

President:  Ray Hall    

Vice President: Peter Henley   

Secretary:  Gerry Dowling   

Treasurer:  Lynn Venning  

Editor:  Michael Wilhelm beingthere@adam.com.au   

Editors Note 

I have had requests for a For Sale 

section. See page 15. 

The Boat pond section of the 

Rocket has been removed, as the 

pond area will be reborn as a 

sunken garden. 

If you have pictures for the 

Rocket, include some notes to go 

with it.  

Thanks, Michael 

Inside this issue: 

General Meeting 3 

Penfield Posse 6 

Rails in the Garden 9 

The gallery 12 

Wanted and for sale 15 
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General Meeting 

 

 General Meeting held on Wednesday, 20th January 

2016  

 President (Ray Hall) welcomed members and declared the meeting 

open at 8:00 P.M.  

Apologies:- L. Venning, W. Hoskin , M. McCauley, C. Webb,  

M. Carmody, K. Hampel and P. Henly  

The Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 16th December 2015 

were read. M: D. Coppick S: P. Cain CARRIED  

Business Arising:- Re the Treasurers Report – the foot bridge was paid 

from the Club account so as to enable GST to be claimed. This will be 

reimbursed by the Canteen..  

New Membership Applications:- Grant McDonald (due March 2016)  

Treasurers Report:- None given as the Treasurer is absent.  

Correspondence:- In  

1. Track report for November  

2. SASMEE Bulletin  

Correspondence:- Out:- 1. To AALS Secretary re AGM  

M: M. Wilhelm S: D. Hawkins CARRIED  

Business Arising:- Nil.  

R. Webb Proposed that the correspondence be tabled. Seconded  

M. Carmody.  
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 General Business:-  

1. All drivers are reminded to be aware of RED lights.  

2. SONNEX – Have advised that they will do the riding cars for no 

charge. They have donated 8 riding car bodies. All agreed that SONNEX 

be made a Corporate Sponsor.  

3. Boat Pond – members were asked to provide ideas for the future of the 

boat pond area.  

4. Water Bill - $1.15/K litre from 1st March 2016. $3.80/K litre for mains 

water.  

5. WFD - the current programme finishes next week. A very successful 

project and all accounts have been acquitted. NEW project – build a foot-

path from near the gate office to directly to the Club house, re lay pavers 

near the station, provide extra lawn. Total $37,000. Paul Cain proposed a 

vote of thanks to Ray Hall. Peter Henly and Dennis Greenhill and their 

helpers for a job well done. M; R. Webb S: M. Humbler CARRIED 

WITH ACCLAMATION.  

6. Club shirts – Ray Hall wore one suggestion for Club shirt. Members 

generally liked the idea. Members can provide further ideas to Ray and 

order as required.  

7. Mark Hampel advised that the inner loop is now serviceable.  

8. General reminder of the clean up on Saturday the 30th of January and of 

the Open Day on Sunday the 31st of January. A reminder also of the 

School Holiday run on Wednesdays the 27th January 2016.  

 

Meeting Closed at 8:56 P.M.  
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2016 was only in the distance when our 

last issue was printed, and our Editor, 

Michael has asked for words for our February edition. 
 

Those of us who follow full size 410 Sprintcars, know that 

once Christmas Day is done and dusted, we enter the 

month of money on our Nations Speedways. 
 

From the 1st January to the 30th January, I have been 

lucky enough to have witnessed 8 nights of 410 Sprintcar 

racing at the high banked ¼ mile, Premier Speedway, 

Warrnambool. 2 nights were World Series Sprintcars with 

50 entries, 3 nights Grand Annual Sprintcar Classic with 

128 entries, 3 nights Australian Championship with 105 

entries. It does not get any better than that. Ray Hall, Pe-

ter Henley and Christopher Burgess were with me at the 

Classic and I am sure they will agree. 
 

Dirt Modifieds Championship 

On 9th January, we staged the 2016 S.A. Dirt Modified 

Championships. 17 entries from S.A. and Victoria. 

It was not the best racing that we have witnessed. Yes 

they are a 26cc engine with a tuned pipe in a car that 

handles very well, when driven correctly. What is it, that 

makes the eyes of the drivers glaze 

over, once the engines fire. Come on 

guys crashing every couple of laps is 

not a spectacle and you can’t tell me 

Penfield Posse 
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 that you enjoy racing like that. 
 

Our Race Director, “Tall Paul” was somewhat bemused 

that in the final, Lap 13, took some 15 minutes to run be-

cause of the crashes. We know that 2nd place is not an op-

tion, but you have 25 laps to win it. 
 

Despite what my opinion has been with the words above, I 

do however congratulate our podium for the S.A. Champi-

onship: 1st Dean Rogers, Vic. 2nd John Wiggins, Vic and 3rd 

Shane Stevens, S.A. 
 

Our Dirt Modifieds section welcomes Vic Bentuelzen and 

Dean Harmer to our hobby. 

Who called my name? 

Photo by Wayne Hoskin 
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 . 

News from the garden. 

 

This will probably be the shortest report ever, the railway 

is pretty well complete now, we still have 6 or 7 points to 

make and some sidings to lay, some minor shunt issues 

have shown up with this track layout, some ideas are be-

ing looked into and minor changes may happen in the fu-

ture.  

 

We have an ongoing issue with track movement in the hot 

weather, to use Aluminium rail was a good idea at the 

time when we purchased it, but not so now, we think the 

shaded area of the old site lessened the expansion prob-

lem to a degree, we shall overcome though. 

 

The Wednesday gang have been tending the garden 

(could do with some more weed poisoning though, hint, 

hint!), in general it is looking really good, the small trees 

and shrubbery really make the railway look good. The hot 

weather has been a problem and a few Wednesdays have 

had to be cancelled due to it. 

 

We have to congratulate Ray and the work for dole fella’s 

for the superb paved path and fencing down the pond 

side of the railway, this is excellent with the public making 
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 full use of the path on open days, some extra shade um-

brellas have also been purchased to make those hot sum-

mer days more bearable on the old scone. 

 

Wayne. 
Photos by Wayne Hoskin 
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The Gallery 

This is a replica of an early horse drawn passenger 

carriage, as used on the Goolwa to Port Elliot Rail-

way from 1854 to 1884. Victor Harbor. 

Thanks Ellen and Len for the pictures 
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Photos by Michael Wilhelm 

11/2004 
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

Do you have something for sale or need? 

Place your Ad in the Rocket. 

If you sell something that you advertised in the Rocket, 

Make a small donation to the club. 

How much is up to you. 

Email the Ad to me, and remember that pictures take up 

a lot of space so make it one good one. 
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General Working Bees are held every Saturday 

Please do your bit to support the club! 

 

On Open Days Members are asked to arrive early to help 
set up equipment etc. for use on the day, then to assist to 
pack up afterwards. Additionally, everyone is requested 
to, wherever possible, operate their models until the con-

clusion of the Open Day. 


