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 The ROCKET is the official journal of the Penfield Model Engineers 

Society Inc. The views or opinions of Authors of contributions to this 

magazine are not necessarily those of the Office Bearers, Committee 

Members or Members of this Society.  

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO:  

The Secretary, Penfield Model Engineers Society Inc.,  

P.O. Box 792, SALISBURY S.A. 5108  

President:  Ray Hall    

Vice President: Peter Henley   

Secretary:  Gerry Dowling   

Treasurer:  Lynn Venning  

Editor:  Michael Wilhelm beingthere@adam.com.au   

Editors Note 

I have had requests for a For Sale 

section. See page 23. 

The Boat pond section of the 

Rocket has been removed, as the 

pond area will be reborn as a 

sunken garden. 

If you have pictures for the 

Rocket, include some notes to go 

with it.  

Thanks, Michael 
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Penfield Posse 6 
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The gallery 17 

Wanted and For sale 23 
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General Meeting 

 

 Opening: President (Ray Hall) welcomed members and declared the 

meeting open at 8:00 PM.  

Apologies: M. Carmody, B. Mead, A. Webb.  

The Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 17th February 2016 

were read.  

M: D. Hawkins S: R. Webb CARRIED  

Business Arising:  

1. The Auditors have started work on our books. Continuing.  

2. More dolomite will be arriving soon.  

3. Work for the Dole starts on 23rd March.  

4. EFTPOS – is averaging about $60 per day.  

5. Disability toilet – a manufacturer in Melbourne is being sought. On-

going.  

New Membership Applications:  

Grant McDonald (due March 2016)  

M: L. Castle S: D. Franks CARRIED Vic Bentvelzen (due Apr 2016)  

Paul Savage (due Apr 2016)  

Alan Furness (due May 2016)  

Dean Harmer (due May 2016)  
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 Treasurers Report: As attached.  

M: L. Venning S: M. Humbler CARRIED  

Correspondence: In:  

1. Track report for February 2016  

2. E-mail from Geoff Heath (UK) re 5” Garrett.  

3. Castledare newsletter  

Out: Nil  

M: G. Dowling S: M. Humbler CARRIED  

Business Arising: Nil.  

General Business:  

1. Karl Hampel advised that the loop line is closed until further notice.  

2. Karl Hampel advised that there is a new Club gondola car, 2 more 

are under construction and require wheels. M: M. McCauley, S:R. 

Webb, that wheels be obtained. CARRIED  

3. Work for the Dole – will now start on the 29th March.  

4. A maintenance list has been prepared for work to be done in the near 

future. A cherry picker will be on site on the 2nd April.  

5. Facebook now has over 650 likes.  

6. Wayne Hoskins advised that the little green tractor is U/S.  

7. Paul Cain advised that the car group will be holding a static display 

at the Gillman Speedway.  

8. No open day in March. School holiday runs on the 20th and 27th 

April.  
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Hi everyone, 

Our formal racing season is finally over and I 

for one have to say that it has been a very enjoyable season.  We 

have had some great racing and great fun.  The weather has been 

kind to us all season. We have had a number of new members join 

us and they have quickly come up to speed putting pressure on the 

"old hands".  That pressure is great as it makes us all look at how 

to improve our cars and our driving. I think that next season may 

see a whole different group of people at the top of the points ta-

bles! 

It has also been great that a number of people have stepped up 

and helped with our meetings, by arriving early to water the track 

and watering during the event, by running races, lap counting, mar-

shalling, etc. Thank you to all who have contributed. 

The final season points are shown below.  Congratulations to the 

place getters. Trophy/medal presentations will take place at the 

club's AGM in July.   

During the off season, we'll continue to run on the club open days 

on the last Sunday of each month (starting at 12 noon). Also over 

winter we will be endeavouring to add some more "dirt" to the track 

to build it back up to its best.  We also hope to replace all of the 

track lights with brighter LED floodlights. We are in the processing 

of buying a new computer and will then pur-

chase the timing software known as E-laps. 

A big part of winter will be spent familiaris-

ing ourselves with the timing software ready 

for next racing season. So remember, if you 

Penfield Posse 
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 don't already have a transponder, you will need to get one. 

Enough ramblings from me.  See you soon. 

Cheers, 

Paul  

 

Hi Paul, 

Many thanks to You and the team of Peter and Michael for the con-

tinued work on the venue and the upgrades that are starting to 

show . 

You have summed up the season very well and it has been enjoy-

able for most who have attended. 

We have gained some new people and they are returning to race at 

each meeting. We have also lost a few and hopefully they will return 

and have some fun once again at some stage. 

The season has now finished for 2015/16 and winter will be upon 

us and footy will get shoved in our face. but we still need to turn up 

on open days as we are still part of the Penfield Model Engineers . 

Cheers 

Coop      
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 Speedcars 

Pos No. Driver Points 

1 2 Peter Henley               725 

2 16 Matt Tonkin               722 

3 3 John Cooper               589 

4 43 Paul Cain               379 

5 21 Callum Shearer    356 

6 63 Colin Kane                235 

7 64 Michael Fyffe               146 

8 1 Grant Muller               128 

9 29 Chris Burgess      51 

Sprintcars 

Pos No. Driver Points 

1 43 Paul Cain             1038 

2 1 Grant Muller               784 

3 27 Bryan Meade               451 

4 2 Peter Henley               441 

5 50 Shane Hannagan    294 

6 V92 Robert Coombes    220 

7 12 Shane Stevens    140 

8 3 Chris Burgess    134 

9 3 John Cooper               100 

10 72 Brenton Meade      82 

11 V32 Brian O'Shannessy      60 

12 69 Dale Goldfinch      46 

13 48 Paul Waugh                  20 

Dirt Modifieds 

Pos No. Driver Points 

1 46 Michael Wilhelm   748 

2 48 Paul Waugh               697 

3 80 Shane Hannigan   673 

4 27 Bryan Meade               468 

5 38 Paul Savage               349 

6 21 Callum Shearer   321 

7 36 Dean Harmer             258 

8 9 Vic Bentvelzen   211 

9 64 Michael Fyffe               137 

10 22 Stephen Shearer   110 

11 69 Dale Goldfinch     97 

12 V92 Robert Coombs     66 

13 12 Shane Stevens     60 

14 V32 Brian O'Shannessy     52 

15 63 Colin Kane                40 

16 72 Brenton Meade     31 
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http://pmes.org.au/

garden-railway/photos/ 
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http://pmes.org.au/

garden-railway/photos/ 
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http://pmes.org.au/

garden-railway/photos/ 
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Track Report 

TRACK REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2016 

SATURDAY 2nd 35c 

No track work carried out. 

WEDNESDAY 6th 33c  

Public run day. 

Found section of Main Line between Signal A 12 and the E.T.A. 

board had developed bad negative cant. 

Used Loop Line for train running. 

SATURDAY 9th 34c  

Tested all signals O.K. 

Night Public run , 44 trains movements. 

WEDNESDAY 13th 39c 

No track work carried out. 

SATURDAY 16th 28c  

The track section between Signal A12 and E.T.A board Main Line 

was trenched either side of sleepers to allow dolomite 

to be washed from under sleepers this allowed returning track to 

correct level, also four fishplates cut in on the low rails at two 

places 12 m apart, this I hope will reduce tension, 

 the track tamped back to a level cross level instead of the 

normal cant, one truck of dolomite dropped and graded to rail level 

only. Mark and Bill carried out this work as I still not mobile enough. 
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 ROLLING STOCK. 

New loco arrived at the club however l advised Ray that it cannot 

run due to its wheels are not to the correct gauge. 

TUESDAY 19th 

Advised by Sonnex [ PETER ] that the body shells are ready to be 

picked up. A total of eight body shells instead of four, very lucky. 

Bill and Mark did the first four and were stored in the new con-

tainer. The other four delivered to my place. 

WEDNESDAY 20th. 

No track work carried out. 

SATURDAY 23rd . 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Removed bogie from small gondola truck to fit air brakes as I would 

like to add this vehicle to the work train fleet. 

WEDNESDAY 27th . 

Fixed up band saw for correct cutting , this took quite a bit of time. 

SATURDAY 30th . 

Signals and switches checked for correct operation. 

SUNDAY 31st Nice day 26c  

Public run day , 152 train movements. Very good day. 
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 PER-WAY REPORT FOR THE MONTH FEBUARY 2016 

 

WEDNESDAY 3rd Nice day 26c  

On the Loop Line at the 7.5 mark where a 6m length of ’ T ' rail 

track is fishplated to the Ladder track, all four joints were 

out of form and both end sections were crowed back, this allowed 

better tracking through the joints. 

The E.J. on the Loop By Pass track near signal L.B.P.1 had a poor 

radius, so the fishplates were removed and the rail ends 

of the high leg were crowed about 1/2 inch inward , fishplates re-

placed and a better radius achieved. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Damaged Club Wagon No P.M.-1 R was repaired by Allan using the 

Mig welder and ground back to a nice finish. 

The 700 Loco placed on work shop track to fix a hydraulic oil leak. 

Removed hose clamps and checked hose, found hose 

beyond repairs, new hose required. David and Allan helped in this 

work. 

SATURDAY 6th Nice day 30c  

Made up two ’ T ' rail track panels. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Hydraulic hose replaced on 700. 

WEDNESDAY 10th Nice day 30c 

Replaced Shunt Signal No S 1 with a smaller base junction box this 

gives more clearance between trains and the signal. 

This Signal is now not removable, David rewired the signal. 

SATURDAY 13th Nice day 29c 
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 24m of dual gauge ' T ' rail track taken out to Skeeter Junction in 

two sections for track replacement acc track in poor state , a LOW 

SPEED restrictions will apply over the section when work begins . 

The new track leading to the new container was attended to due to 

bad negative cant, placed 3 rail anchors under the track were re-

quired. 

This was a public run night and 56 trains were run. 

WEDNESDAY 17th Nice day 26c 

installed another sleeper bath. 

Transferred 27 sleepers from bath to draining rack. 

At Signal No L B P 2 the fishplate jointed track treated in the same 

manner as was done for Signal L.B.P.1. David helped in this wok. 

SATURDAY 20th Nice day 27c 

The loop line track between the 6 and 7 markers negative cant had 

developed due to tree roots. 

LOW speed boards and NORMAL speed will be erected a distance 

of 16 m. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

The new club passenger wagon was spray painted by Len, needs 

another coat. 

WEDNESDAY 24th Nice day 26c 

Asked Paul if he could make some stick on letters and numbers for 

wagon identification and new track speed boards. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Started to fit new seats to the new club wagon , however one seat 

could not be fitted due to large grain knot. 

Fitted and tested bogies. 

SATURDAY 27th Nice day 30c 
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 The LOOP LINE track between the 6 and 7 markers for a distance of 

24m had the shoulder removed on the low and every 4th sleeper 

removed. 

Allan brought in the new wheel / bogie lifter and was tried, this unit 

is well made and l congratulate Allan on his professional 

workman ship, this unit will allow easy maintenance of club rolling 

stock. 

SUNDAY 28th Nice day 27c 

Public Run Day. 

The heel pivot pin became dislodged resulting in track No 3 unable 

to use. I made repairs to the blade and the switch, and was avail-

able for use after a short time.  

102 trains were run. A train notice was issued for Skeeter Junction 

regarding LOW SPEED. 

 

K.W.L HAMPEL 

TRACK MANAGER 

 



17 

 
The Gallery 

PMES club display at Gillman Speedway. 

Easter Friday 2016 



18 
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A couple of photos of Reg's new (Blue Bird) loco taken Saturday evening.  

Just out on the track, then putting it to work hauling the work train. 12/3/16 

Lynn 
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Paul prepping the track, ready for 12 ton of clay. 

Len playing with his trains. 

Ray and Pete spread out the clay. 
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

Do you have something for sale or need? 

Place your Ad in the Rocket. 

If you sell something that you advertised in the Rocket, 

Make a small donation to the club. 

How much is up to you. 

Email the Ad to me, and remember that pictures take up 

a lot of space so make it one good one. 
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General Working Bees are held every Saturday 

Please do your bit to support the club! 

 

On Open Days Members are asked to arrive 
early to help set up equipment etc. for use on the 
day, then to assist to pack up afterwards. Addi-

tionally, everyone is requested to, wherever possi-
ble, operate their models until the conclusion of 

the Open Day. 

 

We need more members to help out at the school 
holiday run days. Every Wednesday of the school 

holidays. 

pmes.org.au 


